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Royal Berks Charity
Guide to leaving a legacy –

be part of
our future

By leaving a legacy to the Royal Berks
Charity, you are improving the lives
of patients, visitors and staff of the
community served by Royal Berkshire
NHS Foundation Trust. There is an
ever increasing demand for the
services and care provided by the
Trust, and with your support we can
continue to offer a level of care and
treatment over and above what can
be provided by the NHS alone.

Writing a Will is one of the most important
things you can do and we recognise you
want to look after family and friends first.
After you have provided for your loved
ones, we do hope you will consider leaving
us a gift in your Will and be part of
our future.
You may decide to leave a legacy as a
‘thank you’ for the care you, or a loved one,
have received or you may wish to fund
medical advances and improvements in
care. Whatever your reason, these gifts,
of any size, are a meaningful way to
help others.
You can designate your gift to a specific
department or area of the hospital, or you
can leave that decision to us, knowing
that we will use your gift to support the
care and experience of patients where it
is needed most. This helps to ensure your
legacy is flexible enough to adjust
to future advances in medical technology.

I am so proud of
Mum for continuing
to make a difference
after she’s gone.
Her compassion and
kindness continues to
inspire me and I know
this is the beginning
of her legacy.”

We recommend that you use a reputable
qualified legal professional to ensure that
your wishes are clear and the Will is legally
sound. For useful information and to find a
local Will and Probate Solicitor in England
and Wales, visit:
www.lawsociety.org.uk/public/
for-public-visitors/commonlegal-issues/making-a-will

Did you know...
Your estate may be above the
Inheritance Tax threshold. Gifts
to the Royal Berks Charity are
100% exempt from tax and this can
prove an effective way of reducing
your estate to the exposure of
taxation or eliminating it entirely.
For more information, speak to
your solicitor or visit the HM
Revenue & Customs website.

Our promise to you:
• We promise we will use your
money where it will have the
most positive impact.
• We will be there to help with
any questions and answer them
quickly and honestly.

• We understand how important
your family and loved ones are
and that they will be considered
in your decision.
• Your legacy will make a difference.

In 2003 my husband received exceptional care
under the expertise of the ENT Team at Royal
Berkshire Hospital for laryngeal carcinoma. In
particular, he felt that he owed a debt of gratitude
to the skills and compassion of his consultant and
his team, without whom he would not have had a
further 15 years of health.
We hope his legacy continues the excellent work
of the Royal Berkshire Hospital.”

The Royal Berkshire NHS
Foundation Trust is a historic
staple of the Berkshire community
and by leaving your legacy, you
become a part of that history. Royal
Berks Charity supports the work
of the Trust to improve health and
enhance lives and that’s exactly
what your legacy enables. It’s
often small, everyday things
that make such a difference
to patients and we know how
impactful your support is.

Help us to raise funds,
improve health and
enhance lives

Glossary of Terms:
Assets: Your assets are the things you own
that are worth money, such as a house, car,
savings or shares.

Intestacy: If you die without a Will your estate
is distributed under intestacy rules and there
is a strict order of who would inherit your estate.

Beneficiary: A person or institution, such
as a charity, who receives a gift from a Will.

Legacy / Bequest: This is a gift of money,
property or other asset in a Will.

Codicil: A document which amends your
Will, but which is signed and witnessed in
the same way as your Will.

Legator / Testator: The person who has
made the Will.

Conditional Legacy: A gift in a Will which will
only take effect if a condition is met upon the
legator’s death.
Estate: Total sum of all possessions, property
and money.
Executor: A person you ask to make sure the
wishes expressed in your Will are carried out.
Executors can also be beneficiaries.
Inheritance Tax: The tax levied on your
estate if it is more than an amount specified
by HM Revenue & Customs. A gift to a charity
is exempt from Inheritance Tax.

Pecuniary Legacy: A gift of a specified
sum of money.
Residuary Legacy: A gift of what is left
of your estate after all debts, taxes, costs
and other bequests. It can be a percentage,
fraction or part of an estate.
Specific Legacy: A gift of a particular item in
your Will, e.g., a painting, jewellery, antique etc.
Witness: A person present at the signing/
authorising of your Will. A witness cannot be
a beneficiary, married to one, or related to
the legator.

Improve
lives now!

E: charity@royalberkshire.nhs.uk
T: 0118 322 8860
Facebook-square @royalberkscharity
TWITTER@RoyalBerksChar
INSTAGRAM royalberkscharity
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